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example for schools around the country to fol-
lows.

Taylor Middle School has been highly suc-
cessful in fulfilling the necessary conditions of
effective schooling. Through the dynamic and
productive leadership of Principal Sharon Fritz,
Taylor Middle School has developed a nurtur-
ing teaching environment, a rigorous and en-
gaging curriculum, a safe environment for stu-
dents and teachers, and a healthy involvement
of parents and the community in strengthening
educational resources. Students from Taylor
convincingly demonstrate the many benefits of
a good schooling environment through impres-
sive student performances on measures of
achievement, attendance rates, and the varied
and ambitious pursuits of graduates of the
school.

Taylor Middle School is more than deserv-
ing of the recognition it has and will continue
to receive as a Blue Ribbon School. I hope
that other schools across the country will be
able to learn by the example of Taylor how to
confront some of the seemingly intractable
problems facing our educational system. I also
hope that, in recognizing Taylor Middle
School, my colleagues recognize the necessity
of making educational excellence one of our
highest priorities in the United States Con-
gress.
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Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to an extraordinary
group of young people from the country of
South Africa. These individuals are members
of the ‘‘I Can’’ Choir, which consists of 75
male singers who range in age from 14 to 24
years, and a coed traditional dance team.

The ‘‘I Can’’ Choir was formed in August
1990 and has performed throughout South Af-
rica receiving numerous honors and winning
several competitions. These singers possess
strong, powerful voices and because of the
group’s commitment and hard work, this cur-
rent 4-week tour of the United States has be-
come a reality. The choir members combine
their talent with information to direct attention
to and educate their audience about the devel-
opment of post-apartheid South Africa.

Their participation in the Black History
Month program hosted by Mayor J. Christian
Bollwage and Councilwoman Patricia Perkins-
Auguste of the City of Elizabeth, NJ will help
make this event extra special. In addition to
singing, the choir will provide the audience
with information on the historical effort to abol-
ish apartheid and on actual conditions and
challenges currently facing South Africa. As a
member of the Subcommittee on Africa of the
Committee on International Relations in the
House, I am quite aware of the forces that
help shape the decisions that are made in that
country. I believe that it is important for our
young people to use Black History Month to
also become informed about conditions in Afri-
can countries.

Mr. Speaker, I urge you and all my col-
leagues to join me in saluting this wonderful
group of young people from South Africa, the
‘‘I Can’’ Choir. I think that the members of the

‘‘I Can’’ Choir should be commended, not only
for sharing their talent with the United States,
but also for educating us about their country.
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Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, today I would
like to honor an outstanding individual, Harvey
Hall, who is celebrating over 25 years of pro-
viding ambulance service to the people of
Kern County. Harvey accepted his first job as
an ambulance driver in 1960 because he
thought it might be interesting. Little did Har-
vey realize that his interest in riding along for
the night in his buddy’s ambulance would lead
to a job offer, 11 years with the Flinn Ambu-
lance Co., and then 25 years as the owner of
Hall Ambulance. Mr. Speaker, for his ser-
endipitous ride, the residents of Kern County
are grateful.

The first location for Hall Ambulance was in
a house that also doubled as the living quar-
ters for Hall, his wife, and their two children.
Five years later Hall and his family moved
down the street, but his work was never far as
Harvey brought an ambulance home with him
at night. Today, the dedication to service that
caused Hall to take an ambulance home with
him has helped create a business that serv-
ices the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin, Oildale,
Tehachapi, Lamont, Mojave, Boron, California
City, Rosamond, and Taft.

The list of firsts for Hall Ambulance is im-
pressive: 1975—the first mobile intensive care
paramedic service in Kern County; 1975—first
nonemergency transportation for wheelchair
bound; and 1985—first private mobile medical
communications unit for mass casualty inci-
dents. But before Harvey achieved this stellar
record, his beginnings were rather meager.

For his service, Harvey was designated in
1990 as one of the top three ALS providers in
the United States by the National Association
of Emergency Medical Technicians and was
awarded the 1991 Paramedic EMS Service of
the Year award by the National Association of
Emergency Medical Technicians and the
American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons.
In 1987, he offered basic life support training
throughout Kern County and as a result 2,000
people were trained to help save lives. In
1992 he put in place one of the most sophisti-
cated state-of-the-art computer-aided emer-
gency communication centers in the country.

If this were not enough, Harvey also spon-
sors an Explorer Scout troop and he is in-
volved in fundraising for the Boys and Girls
Club of Bakersfield, the Police Athletic
League, the Friendship House, and the Ba-
kersfield College Foundation. In addition, Har-
vey has been the chairman of the Bakersfield
Christmas parade for 11 years and has served
on the Coalition to Protect Private Property
Rights.

So Mr. Speaker, on the 25th anniversary of
Hall Ambulance, congratulations and job well
done to Harvey Hall for all his service to the
people of Kern County.
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Mr. PAXON. Mr. Speaker, I want to address
section 702 of the conference report that adds
a new section 222(e) to the Communications
Act which would require that subscriber list in-
formation be provided to independent tele-
phone directory publishers on nondiscrim-
inatory and reasonable rates, terms, and con-
ditions. This is a simple requirement to protect
an area of telecommunications where there
has been competition for more than a decade,
but where service providers have used pricing
and other terms to try to limit that competition.
Now we are prohibiting such anticompetitive
behavior.

This provision is one of those covered by
section 257 of the conference report that re-
quires that the FCC make rules that identify
and remove barriers to entry for companies in-
volved with providing telephone and informa-
tion services.

Since the FCC will soon be considering how
to interpret the language in section 222(e) to
prevent future problems with the sale of sub-
scriber list information to independent publish-
ers, I would like to emphasize one key point.
I have consistently sought to assure that in
determining what constitutes a reasonable rate
under this bill, the most significant factor
should be the incremental cost of delivering
that listing to the requesting party.

I appreciate this opportunity to clarify this
important provision.
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Mr. MFUME. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Maya Angelou, one of the most impas-
sioned voices not only of the African-American
community but of mankind as a whole. Ms.
Angelou once explained. ‘‘I speak to the black
experience but I am always talking about the
human condition—about what we can endure,
dream, fail at and still survive.’’ For this rea-
son, she was tapped by President Clinton to
address the Nation during his inauguration.
She was the first poet, since Robert Frost
spoke at the Kennedy inaugural almost 32
years prior, to address the Nation during such
a moment of political change. In composing a
poem for the inaugural address, she sought to
remind us all that we are more alike than
unalike. She credits her ability to bring people
together, as well as the President’s fondness
of her work, for why she was chosen.

Although many Americans became aware of
Ms. Angelou during the swearing-in ceremony,
she has been speaking to the Nation through
a variety of mediums for decades. She is a
woman of many talents—an author, actress,
singer, dancer, songwriter, and teacher. Al-
though much of her written work is based on
the experiences of a black woman, she always
manages to make her words applicable to ev-
eryone.
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